
Bag with flap closure  
by Marianne Parsons - mariannep@telus.net 

We are inviting you to make creative and classy use of leftover quilt blocks, samples of design 

techniques, materials and embellishments that are too good to throw away, but that are not finding a 

use in your cupboards at the moment. Design and construct enough fabric to make the bag outer 

piece. Use more leftovers for the lining, and piece batting scraps together. The bag can be closed 

with a button and buttonhole, Velcro, a large snap or ribbon ties. 

 

Cutting chart: 

 Outer bag: 20” long x 11” wide 

 Batting:     20” long x 10” wide 

 Lining:      cut 2 pieces, each 10 ½ ” long x 11” wide 

 

1. Create enough fabric to make a bag front 11” x 20”, or adjust bag measurements to suit your 

fabrics. 

2. Cut the bag parts and batting using the measurements above, or adjust them. 

3. Using spray glue or a glue stick, glue-baste the batting to the wrong side of the outer bag, 

centring it. 

4. Join the 2 lining parts on the 10” side with a ½” seam allowance as indicated, 

right sides together.  Leave a 6” opening in the centre of the seam for turning 

the bag. Press the seam allowances to one side. (diagram 1) 

5. If using ribbon ties, baste one tie to the bag front right side top edge, and  

coil the rest of it on the bag top and pin to keep out of the way when stitching the layers together. 

6. Lay the lining on top of the outer bag, right sides together, and pin on all 

sides. Stitch a ½ ” seam allowance around all sides. (diagram 2)  

7. Turn bag through the 6” lining opening, push out the corners and press all of 

the edges. 

8. Close the opening by hand stitching or by inserting a strip of Wonder Under  

between the seam allowances of the opening and pressing. 

9. Pin-baste the whole panel and quilt it now. 

10. Add any beads, bulky embellishments, paint or other decorations now, avoiding the edges. 

11. The closure:  (diagram 3) 

 Fold the bag bottom up about 8”, leaving a 3” section at the top for the 

flap. Pin in place temporarily. 

 Fold the flap down and determine where the fastener should go on the 

bag portion, making sure that it is centred. Unpin sides, and stitch 

fastener in place.  

 If using a large snap, sew the flap portion on AFTER top-stitching the bag together. Do the 

buttonhole later as well. 

12. Re-fold the bag to the 8” mark and pin along both sides. 

13. Top-stitch the bag sides and flap with a 3/8” seam allowance, reinforcing the point on both sides 

where the bag sides join the flap. 

14. Add the buttonhole or snap to the flap now. 

15. Add a slip of paper with your name and email address inside the bag. 

16. Enjoy your creation. 
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