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Fabric: 

 Outer bag: cut 2 pieces 10” wide by 8” high (or adapt to suit your 
materials) 

 Lining: cut 2 pieces 10” wide by 7.5” high (or adjust to outer bag 
measurements, but ½” shorter in height) 

 Batting: cut 2 pieces 9.5” wide by 7.5” high or adapt as above 
Zipper: 10-12” nylon zipper  
 
Construction steps 

1. Create the outer bag using quilting or decorator fabric, pieced or 
whole cloth as desired.  

 
2. Center batting on the back of both outer bag panels and quilt them. 

Add any embellishments – beads, paint, couched yarns, jewelry bits 
etc. now, avoiding the top and outer edges. 

 
3. Place the zipper right side down on one outer panel that is right side 

up, with the tape edge ¼” from the top 
edge. (Tip – flip the zipper before sewing to 

see if it is in the correct position.) Sew the 
zipper to the outer panel, just catching 
the zipper tape. 

 
4. Flip up the zipper tape and with right 

sides together, place the first panel 
over the 2nd  panel. Sew the 2nd zipper side as in step 3. (photo 1) 

 
5. Place the right side of the lining over the 

back of the zipper, matching the top 
edge of the outer panel. Pin in place. 
(photo 2) 
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6. Turn the unit over and sew the lining in place by 
stitching just to the left of the previous zipper sewn 
line. If the zipper is longer than the bag, it will be 
trimmed later. (photo 3) 

 
7. Repeat for the other lining piece. 
 
8. Open the zipper half way, and trim the zipper ends 

even with the seam allowance if necessary. 
 

9. Pull the 2 outer bag panels to one side, right sides together and pin 
bottom and sides. 

 
10. Fold the zipper in half lengthwise with the coil on 

one edge. Pin the zipper ends between the bag 
fronts at the seam allowance. (photo 4) 

 
11. Pull the 2 lining panels to the other side, right 

sides together. Pin sides and bottom, leaving a 
5” opening on the lining bottom edge to turn the 
bag. (photo 5) 

 
12. Starting at one side of the 5” opening, stitch a 

continuous 3/8” seam allowance around the perimeter of the bag and 
lining to the other end of the opening. Stitch carefully over the zipper 
coil. 

 
13. Clip away excess corner bulk. 
 

14. Turn the bag right side out through the 
opening. 

 
15. Before pushing the lining into the bag, topstitch the 

lining opening closed. (photo 6) 
 

16. Hand-tack the lining to the bottom outer bag seam 
allowance. Press the bag and admire it. 

 

17. Add a slip of paper inside the bag with your name and email address. 
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